
Franklin School Committee  
Minutes 

May 23, 2017 
Municipal Building – Council Chambers 

Meetings are recorded by Franklin TV and shown on Comcast Channel 11 and 
Verizon Channel 29 

Mike Gleason, Milford Daily News was present 
Steve Sherlock, Franklin Matters was present 

Call to order:  7:00 p.m.  Dr. O’Malley 

Dr. O’Malley read the District’s Vision Statement. 

Pledge of Allegiance: Sameer Patel - 5th Graders from J.F. Kennedy Elementary School 

Attendance:  Mrs. Bilello, Mrs. Scofield, Mrs. Douglas, Dr. Bergen, Dr. O’Malley, Ms. 
Schultz (7:10 p.m.), Dr. Jewell were present.  Also present were Dr. Maureen Sabolinski, 
Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Peter Light, Assistant Superintendent of Schools; Dr. 
Joyce Edwards, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching & Learning; Ms. Miriam 
Goodman, School Business Manager; Ms. Evemarie McNeil, Principal, J.F. Kennedy 
Elementary School,  

Moment of Silence. 

1. Routine Business:

● Citizen’s Comments:  None

● Review of Agenda:  None

● Minutes:   I recommend approval of the minutes from the May 9, 2017 School
Committee Meeting.
Motion:     Dr. Bergen    Second:  Dr. Jewell
Approve:   7    Oppose:  0

● Payment of Bills – Dr. O’Malley reviewed the bills and found them to be in
order.
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● Payroll  - Ms. Douglas reviewed payroll and found same to be in order.

● FHS Student Representatives - Alexander Chitarra, Student Government
President  - not present

● Nicolas Gnaman, Class President -  not present

Correspondence:   None

2. Guests/Presentations:

a. Music Program – Dr. Edwards, Diane Plouffe (see powerpoint)

Dr. Edwards introduced Ms. Diane Plouffe, Music Director. 

Ms. Plouffe introduced the following music teachers, Drew O’Connors, Franklin 
High School, James Barrett, Jefferson Elementary School, Leighanne Rudsit, 
Franklin High School, Pamela Butz, Annie Sullivan Middle School and Carla 
Lakota, Horace Mann Middle School were present. 

Dr. Edwards read the District Improvement Plan’s Strategic Objective, Action #1. 
Although the Massachusetts Standards are dating back 20 years, Franklin Public 
Schools is aligning the music program with national trends. 

Ms. Plouffe read the mission for the Music Program, the standards of the MA 
State Frameworks. 

Ms. Plouffe advised that the ukulele’s were from a grant from the Franklin 
Education Association and the Franklin Music Boosters.  

Mr. Barrett brought students to perform with the ukulele from Jefferson 
Elementary School.  Mr. Barrett advised that he only taught the girls the first 
song, the girls learned others on their own and are playing their own ukuleles. 

Ms Plouffe gave an overview about the Elementary Music Program. 

Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the Middle School Music Program. 

Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the MICCA (Massachusetts Instrumental Choral 
and Conductor Association) Festival. Ms. Plouffe referred to this Festival as the 
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MCAS of Music.  It is the State evaluation where ensembles go to a location and 
perform for judges and is judged on a variety of standards. A medal of merit is 
given to those that need improvement, a bronze medal for those that are good, a 
silver medal to those that are excellent and a gold medal to superior.  FHS select 
chorus received a bronze medal, all others received a silver medal except the 
Middle School orchestra  who received a gold medal.   Congratulations to Carla 
Loukota.  

Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the High School Music Program. 

Mr. O’Connors gave an overview of the Non-Performance Music Classes. 

Ms. Plouffe explained about the Common Assessment in grades 6-12. (Keys to 
Literacy). 

Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the grant recipients.  Congratulations to 
Leighanne Rudsit who received a grant from the Franklin Cultural Council and 
Franklin Music Boosters to host an Artist in Residence program for the grades 
6-12 jazz students.  Also, Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the 2016-2017 Honors
in the Music Program.

Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the 2016-2017 highlights. 

Ms. Plouffe thanked the Franklin Music Boosters for supporting the Music 
Program. 

Ms. Plouffe gave an overview of the musical enrichment opportunities and how 
music gives back to the community. 

Ms. Abby Gibson on Viola, Ms. Becca Mitchell on Flute and Ms. Emma Newton 
on Harp, High School students performed a sonata.  

Dr. O’Malley noted that he wished everyone was watching the meeting.  Wish 
resources could be better, with what we have, they have done a fabulous job.  

Dr. Bergen noted that the statistics at the middle level are sad.  She feels it is 
incumbent upon us to keep focusing on this and bring music back at the middle 
level. 

Ms. Bilello noted that as a parent with a 5th grader enjoying the after school 

Page 3 of 12

Franklin School Committee 
May 23, 2017 
  Draft Minutes 



 

program and a 6th grader and having the chance to attend the jazz cafe, watching 
the progression of the students is phenomenal, the passion that all of the teachers 
in the department brings is fantastic. It is frustrating as a parent and a school 
committee member that the students need to choose at the High School level 
between music and visual arts which are two incredibly important areas that build 
passion in the children.  

Dr. Bergen asked if there are scholarships available? 

Ms. Plouff advised that there are scholarships available to those that qualify.  

Ms. Bilello noted that as far as transportation, parents need to provide the 
transportation.  

Dr. Edwards congratulated Ms. Plouffe on her first year as Music Director and 
she has done an outstanding job.  

Recess 

  b.        Art Update – Dr. Edwards, Jane Hogan (see powerpoint) 

Dr. Edwards introduced Ms. Jane Hogan, Art Director. 

Ms. Hogan introduced Ms. Pichette, Art Teacher at Remington Middle School 
and Maddie Dieterle, Franklin Arts Academy High School senior.  

Dr. Edwards shared the agenda and read District Improvement Plan’s Strategic 
Objective Action #1.  The Art program does follow the Massachusetts 
frameworks that are almost 20 years old, however, we use other national 
standards setting to be able to have a contemporary and current program. 

Ms. Hogan gave an overview of the Art Department curriculum and the Franklin 
Arts Academy. 

Ms. Hogan shared the FPS K-12 Art Mission.  She also gave examples of the 
K-12 Developmental Progression.  

Ms. Hogan gave an example of Social Emotional Learning through Art Education 
and Collaborative artmaking. 
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Ms. Pichette gave an overview of the Math & Art Interdisciplinary Collaboration. 

Ms. Hogan gaven an overview of the FHS Art Department and the changes that 
have taken place over the last 10 years, including HS Academic Expectations and 
Offerings, the Art & Theater Elective Enrollment Trends over the last 5 years and 
the proactive K-12 Community Engagement.  She also gave an overview of the 
non performing art students where they have TV shows that they put together.  A 
couple of clips were shown.  

Ms. Hogan gave an overview of the Franklin Arts Academy. She advised that 
there are currently 130 students in Grades 10-12 and this will be increasing to 140 
for the 2017-2018 school year.  Ms. Hogan also explained what the Franklin Arts 
Academy is and the history of the FAA. 

Maddie Dieterle gave a brief explanation of how the Franklin Arts Academy 
helped her during the 3 years she was able to be a part of the FAA. 

Ms. Hogan advised that there are a lot of success stories in the Franklin Arts 
Academy and gave an overview of the FAA impact on student learning. 

Ms. Hogan expressed her extreme gratitude to all the K-12 Art Staff and also 
thanked the School Committee’s continued support for the arts. 

Dr. O’Malley commented that this was a magnificent presentation.  You have a 
program to be proud of.  It is a great programs, great students, great teachers. Dr. 
O’Malley wished Ms. Hogan the best in her retirement. 

Ms. Bilello thanked Ms. Hogan for her leadership and for bringing something so 
unique as the FAA and how it has transformed learning for so many students and 
how a small school was created in a large school community. Ms. Bilello noted 
that both departments have done an amazing job in giving back to the community. 

Ms. Schultz commented that this is an amazing program, we are so lucky in 
Franklin. With regard to the Franklin Arts Academy, is there a capacity, is there a 
max number of students allowed, would there be additional teachers needed? 

Ms. Hogan advised that it is managed through the overall school schedule and 
with the current teachers and it remains within the current budget of the High 
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School. The students need to complete an application process and there is a rubric 
that has been created to accept the students.  

Discussion ensued. 

Dr. Jewell was blown away by the presentations, particularly art.  From a science 
background, we always look for people to communicate what we do in the outside 
world, these students will be prepared to do that.  

More discussion ensued. 

3. Discussion Only Items:

● Annual appointment of Superintendent to ACCEPT and
Bi-County Collaborative Board of Directors for 2017-2018.

Dr. Sabolinski advised that Massachusetts General Laws requires the
District to appoint a Superintendent to the Collaboratives that the
District belongs to.  Franklin belongs to two collaboratives (ACCEPT
and BI-COUNTY Collaboratives) before June 30th.  This will be done
in an Action item to appoint Dr. Sara Ahearn to both collaboratives.

● School Lunch Prices - Ms. Goodman

Ms. Goodman advised that the District is required by DESE to comply
with the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act and gave an overview of the
School Lunch Prices.

Ms. Goodman advised that the District is looking at an opportunity to
provide environmentally friendly compostable plant-fiber trays which
would be supported with the recommended price increase. She also
advised that the Food Service program continues to work toward the goal
of being a self-sustaining program.  The Food Service Department is able
to support the cost of contractual obligations, increased food costs with the
exception of the cost of healthcare for cafeteria workers.  Ms. Goodman
advised that the recommended price increase would be .25 for elementary
and High School, as well as an increase of .25 for an adult meal.   She
advised that there is no price increase at the Middle School, this is at the
recommendation of Mr. Boisvert, Food Services Director as the portions
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and offerings at the Middle School level are different. 

Ms. Schultz commented that she liked the idea of the environmental trays, 
for a pretty nominal increase.  She asked Ms. Goodman for a reminder of 
the number of free/reduced lunch. 

Ms. Goodman advised that it is about 8% district wide.   Some schools 
have a different percentage, i.e. Davis Thayer and Parmenter.  

Ms. Douglas asked if they were washable or throwaway. 

Ms. Goodman advised that they are disposable and compostable. 

Discussion ensued. 

● Foundation Budget Review Commission Recommendation
Resolution – Denise Schultz

Ms. Schultz advised that the State formula is out of line with current
costs, we follow the MASC’s guidance and leadership, there is a new
resolution that school committees sign on to it, ask them to update the
formula.  Ms.Schultz named the districts that have already signed on to
the resolution.

Dr. O’Malley commented that Franklin is harmed and disserviced by it.

4. Action Items:

a. I recommend approval of the Budget Transfers as detailed.
Motion:    Ms. Scofield Second: Dr. Jewell
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

b. I recommend acceptance of a check for $357.00 from Annie Sullivan
Middle School for an FHS Scholarship as detailed.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

c. I recommend acceptance of a check for $650.00 from the Parmenter PCC
for field trips.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield

Page 7 of 12

Franklin School Committee 
May 23, 2017 
  Draft Minutes 



Approve:  7 Oppose: 0 

d. I recommend acceptance of a check for $1,000.00 from Mike & Maureen
Sabolinski for the Donald Sabolinski Scholarship.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

e. I recommend acceptance of the donation of $1,500.00 from the Class of
1967 for in-house enrichment.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

f. I recommend appointing Dr. Sara Ahern to the Accept Collaborative
Board for the 2017-2018 school year.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

g. I recommend appointing Dr. Sara Ahern to the Bi-County
Collaborative Board for the 2017- 2018 school year.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield 
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0 

h. I recommend acceptance of a check for $350.00 from the Franklin
Newcomers & Friends for the FHS school wide student activity account.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

i. I recommend acceptance of donations totaling $2,100.00 for FHS

Scholarships as follows: 
1. $1,000.00 from Fidelity Charitable for Fernando P.
Baglioni Scholarship
2. $1,000.00 from Vanguard Charitable for Andrew Coppola
Scholarship
3. $100.00 from Bethiah Beale Crane for the Robert Lima
Scholarship

Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield 
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Approve:  7 Oppose: 0 

j. I recommend increasing School Lunch Prices as detailed.
      Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield 

       Approve:  7 Oppose: 0 

k. I recommend adoption of Finance Resolution supporting the
recommendations made by The Foundation Budget Review Commission.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

l. I recommend acceptance of the donation of $812.00 from the Class of
1967 for in-house enrichment.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield 

Approve:  7 Oppose: 0 

m. I recommend acceptance of a check for $693.00 from the Oak St. PCC for
field trips.
Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7 Oppose: 0

5. Information Matters:

● Superintendent’s Report:
➢ Dr. Sabolinski advised that there were two donations from the

class of 1967, they raised about $3,000 and they are donating
$1,500 for those families who may not be able to afford after
school activities and $1500 to athletic fund and extracurricular
fund.  Mr. Cataldo, Class of 1967 President, will be paying it
forward to other classes to start donating to build up funds for
these things that we all had at no additional cost.
Discussion ensued.

➢ The Unified Track regional track meet was today, we hosted 10
school districts, they had a big parade on track, had a competitive
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meet, thanks to A.D. Angelo for this tremendous event. 
➢ Dr. Sabolinski thanked the High School Administration, Maria

Weber, Craig Williams, Brenda Redding, Pamela Myette, and also
counselors, Katie Giles, Josh MacCreery and Lauren Turene,
Debbie Dixson, who came Sunday to support HS students

● School Committee - Sub-Committee Reports
● Budget Sub Committee- Dr. O’Malley- There was a report on

school lunches.
● Community Relations -  Ms. Schultz advised that the next coffee

is scheduled for Friday June 9th at the Senior Center at 9:00 a.m.
and also that the newsletter will be forthcoming.

● School Committee Liaison Reports
a. JPCC (Joint Parent Communication Council) - Dr. Bergen

Dr. Bergen advised that there is a discussion about events going on in
town.  Is there a way to better coordinate?  How to more efficiently share
the events, Mr. Steve Sherlock came to a meeting to begin discussion and
will be moving forward.

b. SWAC (School Wellness Advisory Council) - Ms. Douglas
Ms. Douglas turned it over to Peter. 
Mr. Light advised that there will be not be a SWAC update to School 
Committee this year, SWAC is preparing a report to submit in June. 

6. New Business:   None

7. Executive Session:  (9:00 p.m.)
● Motion to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss contractual bargaining

with FEA.
Motion:   Dr. Jewell Second: Ms. Scofield 
Approve: 7 Oppose: 0 

Roll Call Vote:  Ms. Bilello - yes, Ms. Scofield- yes, Ms. Douglas - yes, Dr. 
Bergen - yes, Dr. O’Malley - yes, Ms. Schultz - yes, Dr. Jewell - yes 
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Dr. Jewell made a motion to return to open session. 
Motion:  Dr. Jewell Second:  Ms. Scofield 
Approve:  7 Oppose:  0 

Roll Call vote: Ms. Bilello - yes, Ms. Scofield - yes, Ms. Douglas - yes, Dr. 
Bergen - yes, Dr. O’Malley - yes, Ms. Schultz - yes, Dr. Jewell - yes 

8. Return to Open Session (9:10 p.m.)

9. Discussion/ratification of Educational Support Professional Memorandum of
Understanding
Reviewed the contract, and unanimously accepted the contract.

10. Action Item N:   I recommend ratification of the MOU for the ESP contract.

Motion:    Dr. Jewell Second:  Ms. Scofield
Approve:  7    Oppose:  0 

11. Adjourn: Dr. Jewell  made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Bilello. 

Adjourned: 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan Childers 

SCAgenda 5-23-17.pdf 
Payroll Warrant #1723 summary.pdf 
Payroll Warrant #1723.pdf 
FPS Summary & Sign Off.pdf 
SCWarrant050417.pdf 
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SCWarrant051117.pdf 
May 9, 2017SCMinutes-DRAFT.pdf 
Frankln Music Department Presentation.pdf 
K-12 Art & FAA Presentation to School Committee - May 2017.pdf
Lunch Pricing FY18 sc.pdf
Resolution FSC.pdf
ActionA.pdf
ActionB.pdf
ActionC.pdf
ActionD.pdf
ActionE.pdf
ActionF.pdf
ActionG.pdf
ActionH.pdf
ActionI.pdf
ActionJ.pdf
ActionK.pdf
ActionL.pdf
ActionM.pdf
EA Memo of Understanding 2017.pdf
ActionN.pdf
Pledge Student.pdf
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Franklin Public Schools 
Music Department
School Committee Presentation


May 23, 2017







Agenda


• Introductions
• District Improvement Plan and Our Mission
• Elementary Music and Ukulele Performance
• Middle School Music
• Keys to Literacy and Common Assessment
• High School Music
• 2016-2017 Highlights
• Musical Enrichment Opportunities
• Music Gives Back to the Community
• High School Chamber Music Performance
• The Franklin Music Boosters
• Grant Recipients
• The Department







District Improvement Plan


Strategic Objective:
To ensure that all students are supported and challenged to 
reach their full potential, the Franklin Public Schools will align 
curriculum, best instructional practices, and varied assessment 
opportunities to personalize learning and meet individual 
needs.


Action Item #1:
Continue aligning and refining curriculum maps, unit plans, 
and lesson plans with the Massachusetts Frameworks in all 
areas.







The Franklin Public Schools' Music Department will provide students a comprehensive, standards-based 
music education.  Skills obtained through the study of music can be applied to all aspects of one’s life. 
These skills encourage artistic creativity, critical thinking, intellectual curiosity, and the pursuit of 
lifelong learning. 


 







Standards for Music (MA State Frameworks)
● 1. Singing. Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 


● 2. Reading and Notation. Students will read music written in standard notation. 


● 3. Playing Instruments. Students will play instruments, alone and with others, to perform a varied 


repertoire of music. 


● 4. Improvisation and Composition. Students will improvise, compose, and arrange music. 


● 5. Critical Response. Students will describe and analyze their own music and the music of others 


using appropriate music vocabulary. When appropriate, students will connect their analysis to 


interpretation and evaluation.







Elementary Music







New to Elementary Music
Thanks to a grant from the Franklin Cultural Council and the Franklin Music Boosters.


Mr. Jamie Barrett presenting
The Jefferson Elementary Ukulele Ensemble!


This year, our elementary music teachers revised our 5th grade music curriculum 
to include ukulele, further developing lifelong skills that prepare students for 
middle school band, chorus and orchestra.


Ukulele Performance 







Elementary Music   


All Students in Grades K-5 receive:


● 30 minutes of music class per week.  
● 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students meet as a grade level combined chorus. 


Lifelong Music Academy -  After School Tuition Based


● String School of Franklin - Grades 3-5 (Beginner I & II Strings and Intermediate 
Orchestra)


● Band School of Franklin - Grades 4-6 (Beginner and Intermediate Band)
● Honors Chorus of Franklin - Grades 4-5







   Elementary Music
Kindergarten - Third Grade: Students work on accurately singing alone and with others with a varied 
repertoire including different tonalities, meters, and cultures. Students learn to play, sing, notate and 
audiate many different rhythms in many different meters using movement, props, games and percussion 
instruments. 


Fourth Grade: Students are now prepared to play, read, create and perform repertoire using the recorder. 


Fifth Grade: Students continue playing melodies on the recorder while learning to accompany themselves 
harmonically on the ukulele as well. 


Third-Fifth Grade Chorus: Students are able to expand singing skills such as blend, balance, dynamics, 
posture, breathing, expression, etc. in the chorus setting. Students are given chances to solo and sing as a 
group in rounds, partner songs and two or three part harmony. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tC9TkPfP9z0





Middle School 
Music


Band - Chorus - Orchestra
Jazz Band and Honors Chorus







Music Student Enrollment
Remington Middle School


● School wide student enrollment - 460
● Students enrolled in music program - 198


Horace Mann Middle School


● Total student enrollment - 467
● Students enrolled in music program - 275


Annie Sullivan Middle School


● Total student enrollment - 465
● Students enrolled in music program - 197







2016 – 2017 MICCA
• Ten Franklin music ensembles performed at the MICCA 


Festival.  The FHS Select Chorus received a Bronze Medal. 
The Middle School Orchestra received a Gold Medal and 
performed at Mechanics Hall in Worcester.  All other 
ensembles received a Silver Medal.  







High School Music







FHS continues to build on the standards for music and further develop the 
Connections Strands. 
6. Purposes and Meanings in the Arts. Students will describe the purposes for which works of dance, music, theatre, visual 
arts, and architecture were and are created, and, when appropriate, interpret their meanings. 


7. Roles of Artists in Communities. Students will describe the roles of artists, patrons, cultural organizations, and arts 
institutions in societies of the past and present. 


8. Concepts of Style, Stylistic Influence, and Stylistic Change. Students will demonstrate their understanding of styles, 
stylistic influence, and stylistic change by identifying when and where art works were created, and by analyzing 
characteristic features of art works from various historical periods, cultures, and genres. 


9. Inventions, Technologies, and the Arts. Students will describe and analyze how performing and visual artists use and 
have used materials, inventions, and technologies in their work. 


10. Interdisciplinary Connections. Students will apply their knowledge of the arts to the study of English language arts, 
foreign languages, health, history and social science, mathematics, and science and technology/engineering







Performance Ensembles


School Day Ensembles
Concert Band 


Wind Ensemble 
Chorus 


String Orchestra


After School Ensembles 
Jazz Band 


Select Chorus 
Symphony Orchestra 


Musical Theater 







Non-Performance Classes


● Music Theory I and AP Music Theory


● Piano and Guitar


● American Popular Music


● Audio Production I, II, and III (formerly Sound Recording)







Common Assessment - Keys to Literacy


A focus of the music department during the 2016-2017 school year has been a 
deeper understanding and implementation of KTL within our 6-12 music 
curriculum.  Professional Development included:


● Guidance and Instruction by Ms. Shauna Cotte, KTL Consultant
● KTL Coach - Amy Edson (FHS)
● Together we developed formative and summative common assessments aligning with KTL.
● Implementation - 


○ Writing across the curriculum 
○ Peer performance feedback
○ Concert Reflections


● Reflection as a department.







Grant Recipients 


● 2015-2016 - Elementary School music teachers received a grant from the 
Franklin Cultural Council and the Franklin Music Boosters to purchase 15 
ukuleles for each elementary school.


● 2016-2017 - Drew O’Connors received a grant from Ableton including 15 
Ableton Pushes and a 30 Seat License of Ableton Live for the Audio 
Production Lab.


● Leighanne Rudsit received a grant from the Franklin Cultural Council and the 
Franklin Music Boosters to host an artist in residence program for our jazz 
students in grades 6-12.    







2016 – 2017 Honors
• 11 Franklin High School and 21 middle school students were 


accepted into the Central District Junior and Senior Music 
Festivals


• 4 Franklin High School students were accepted into the All 
State Music Festival 


• 2 Franklin High School students performed with the All Eastern 
Honor Band


• 1 Student, Matthew Dao, performed with the National Honor 
Orchestra in Grapevine Texas.  







2016 – 2017 Highlights
• The Franklin High School Jazz Band received a silver 


medal at the MAJE district jazz festival which awarded 
them an invitation to perform at the State Finals at 
Norwood HS.


• Spring Musical - “Once on This Island”, Directors 
Marianne Lonati and Renee Hersee







Musical Enrichment Opportunities
• The Franklin Tri-M Music Honor Society,  which is in its 8th year, inducted thirty-five new 


students this fall. The Honors Society performed for nursing home residents throughout the 
year and raised $247 for the Jimmy Fund.


• Joseph Foley, brass professor and trumpet player of the RI Philharmonic and Boston Symphony 
came with brass students from Rhode Island College, to FHS to work with the wind ensemble.


– Dr. Andrew Boysen, composer and Director of Music at the University of New Hampshire 
came to work with the Middle School Bands.







Musical Enrichment Opportunities


• Middle School Orchestra attended John Williams 85th birthday celebration with the Boston 
Pops in Boston


• Franklin High music students traveled to Boston to see Keith Lockhart conduct the Boston 
Pops.  Students watched E.T. while the orchestra played the soundtrack.


• Artist in Residence Program - Grant from the Franklin Cultural Council and the Franklin Music 
Boosters


• 50 middle school choral students travelled to NYC to see the musical “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory”.


• Horace Mann Middle School Band experienced “Blue Man Group” in Boston.







Music Gives Back to the Community
• High School Music Students Mentor Elementary Students 
• Harvest Festival
• Veterans Day Luncheon
• Holiday Stroll
• Open Mic Nights
• Nursing Home Chamber Music
• NEASC Community Reception Performances
• Franklin Cultural Council Dinner
• Strawberry Stroll
• Horace Mann Statue Dedication
• Veterans Breakfast
• Memorial Day Parade
• FHS Chamber Performance for School Committee 







Franklin Music Boosters
The Franklin Music Boosters is an incredibly dedicated group of middle and high school parents who 
meet once per month for the sole purpose of supporting our music students and the program. 


Fundraisers include the annual AD Book, Panera Bread and Yankee Candle.  With these funds this year 
they were able to provide:


● Monthly Electronic Newsletter
● Supplemental ukuleles for all our elementary classrooms
● Private lesson scholarships to middle and high school students 
● Summer music camp scholarships
● Jazz cafe
● Coaching to all of our middle school bands with Dr. Andrew Boysen from UNH
● In partnership with the Franklin Cultural Council they provided an artist in residence program for our 


middle and high school jazz students organizing all concert activities beyond the musical aspect 
such as bake sales, raffles, donations and clean up 


● High school music department end of the year breakfast
● High School awards banquet







Franklin Public Schools
Music Department
Diane Plouffe-Director & FHS Orchestra
Jamie Barrett - Jefferson & Davis Thayer 
Allison Fuller - Oak Street & Parmenter
Brian Gustafson - Keller & Davis Thayer
Pamela Butz - Annie Sullivan Band
Renee Hersee - Annie Sullivan, Horace Mann and Remington Chorus
Mickey Ireland - Remington Band
Carla Loukota - Annie Sullivan, Horace Mann and Remington Orchestra
Nicole Wright - Horace Mann Band
Drew O’Connors - Franklin High School Audio Production and FAA
Leighanne Rudsit - Franklin High School Bands
Michael Sansoni - Franklin High School Chorus







Thank you!
Questions?








K-12 Art Program 
&


Franklin Arts Academy Program







Agenda:


● Introductions
● Share Goals, Curriculum & Student Learning 


Experiences:
○ K - 5 Art (1/week) & 6 - 8 Art (1 Trimester/Year)
○ 9-12 Art (Elective courses)
○ Franklin Arts Academy (Grades 10 -12) 


● Highlight select teacher and student 
engagements (Doherty, Pichette, Dieterle)


● Q & A







District Improvement Plan


Strategic Objective:
To ensure that all students are supported and challenged to 
reach their full potential, the Franklin Public Schools will align 
curriculum, best instructional practices, and varied 
assessment opportunities to personalize learning and meet 
individual needs.


Action Item #1:
Continue aligning and refining curriculum maps, unit plans, 
and lesson plans with the Massachusetts Frameworks in all 
areas.







FPS K-12 Art Mission:  Instill in students the skills and 
behaviors that develop creative thinking, innovative techniques, 
and individual expression.


Strategies:


● Instructional leadership 
○ Strong curricula aligned to MA Frameworks
○ Common Units along with teacher creativity/voice


● Teaching ALL Students
○ Developmental progression with personalization
○ Motivation through choice and critical thinking


● Proactive Community Engagement
○ Showcasing student work in District, Galleries, Region
○ Two-way parent communication


● Professional Culture
○ High degree of teacher collaboration and reflection
○ Art Teachers as “School Resources”







K-12 Developmental 
Progression:  Still Life







K-12 Developmental 
Progression:  3D Clay







K-12 Developmental Progression:  Portraits







K-12 Developmental Progression:  Figure







K-12 Developmental Progression:  Animation


6th Grade Animation:  Frida Kahlo’s Studio 


FHS Animation:  Two Bears



https://youtu.be/SfeVUvzHHZI

https://drive.google.com/a/franklinps.net/file/d/0BwR7fYwnaR3LWU9BXzEzdGlkMmc/view?usp=sharing





Students create:
● “College-portfolio-ready” works
● Body of works thematically- and 


visually-unified 
● Write, present, and exhibit their art 
● Submit to AP College Board


Students pursuing majors in fine art, 
architecture, theatre, business and marketing, 
engineering & science fields in college such as:


Developmental Progression - 2 
Highest-level Studio Art Courses:
Portfolio Honors & Advanced 
Placement Studio Art


UMass Amherst
UMass Dartmouth
Pratt Institute
Lesley University
Fordham University


Boston University
University of Rhode Island
Massachusetts College of Art
Pace University
Champlain College







Social Emotional Learning 
Through Art Education


Christine Doherty
Elementary Art Teacher
John F. Kennedy Elementary School, Davis Thayer Elementary 
School


Art Teachers as School Resources







Kindergarten “Color 
Monsters”:  How can we 


use colors to represent our 
feelings?  







Collaborative Artmaking (2nd Grade Robots and 4th Grade 
Murals):  How can we combine our individual feelings and 
expressions through collaborative artwork in order to reach 
a common goal?







Math & Art Interdisciplinary 
Collaboration
Jane Pichette
Remington Middle School Art Teacher
8th Grade Project funded by the Franklin Education Foundation


Art Teachers as Collaborators







Mosaics & Math: Radial Design Art Installation.  
Curricular Rigor and Complexity
Remington: J Pichette







FHS ART 
DEPARTMENT







FHS Art: Academic Expectations & Offerings











Art & Theater Elective Enrollment Trends
Last 5 Years


● 81% of Class of 
2017 took 1 or 
more Art/Theater 
Electives over 4 
years


● Average # 
Art/Theater 
Electives taken 
over 4 years = 3.4







Proactive K-12 Community Engagement







FHS Art Students:  1) Own Their Learning; 2) Motivated 
by choice & critical thinking; 3) Collaborate to solve problems 
and create inventive works.  EXAMPLES:
● TV Morning News Shows & Public Service 


Announcements - Anxiety PSA for Mental 
Health Week


● Special TV Feature Stories - Joe Kennedy 
Interview


● Architecture Students scale-replicate Taj 
Mahal for Museum Exhibition (Sydney Robinson)


Art Teachers as Collaborators and School/Community Resources



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9X0VqdW5fUGpXSVE/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9X0VqdW5fUGpXSVE/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9X0VqdW5fUGpXSVE/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9ay1tY29vbGdQc28/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9ay1tY29vbGdQc28/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9ay1tY29vbGdQc28/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9MVdvcmVNdEpvTUk/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9MVdvcmVNdEpvTUk/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9MVdvcmVNdEpvTUk/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NuUP6QVXh9MVdvcmVNdEpvTUk/view?usp=sharing





Theater Teacher as Collaborator and School/Community Resource







Graphic Design Classes - Authentic Learning & School-wide Collaboration


Art Teachers as Collaborators and School/Community Resources







Empty Bowls Club - B Johnson Advisor:
● Community Partnership
● Collaboration across 4 schools
● Significant service & contribution to 


Franklin families


Art Teachers as Collaborators and School/Community Resources







Franklin Arts Academy  
2017 Update







FRANKLIN ARTS ACADEMY PROGRAM


130 FAA Students Strong!
~10% of FHS students choose FAA Program 


(Grades 10-12)







FAA Program & Growth
∗  An academic community where 


students flourish through 
multiple intelligence approaches 
to learning & 
arts-interdisciplinary lessons


∗ Offers both Honors & College 
Preparatory course levels in: 
English, History, & Sciences


∗ Available for grades 10, 11, and 
12 through an application 
process.







FAA – 
Main Tenets


• Small Learning Community
• High Engagement & Active Learning 


Models
• Highly Qualified Instructors
• Uniquely-built Core Curriculum


• Meets MA State Standards
• High Academic Expectations – 


same as FHS
• Greater amount of project-based, 


multi-intelligence,  collaborative 
learning units


• Arts faculty co-teach arts- 
integrated lessons 


• Capstone Projects & Art Venues 







MacBeth - FAA English 10 Acting Scenes 


1960’s Counterculture Claims & 
Evidence Presentations - FAA US 
History II


13 Colonies Role Play and Argue for 
States Rights - US History I


PresentRole Play & Character Analysis


Problem Solve & Discuss







FAA Student Story
Maddie Dieterle - ‘17


• Theater and Theater 
Management 
passion


• Accepted to Ithaca 
College, Theater 
Production Major


• FAA Class President







My Story
-
-


-
-


-


-


-
-







FAA Impact on 
Student Learning


● Success Stories - Many GPA & 
Confidence Improvements 


● FAA Alumni speak of greater 
preparedness for college:
● Creative & Critical thinking
● Writing/speaking
● Creative & Open Mind – tackle risks 


& challenges
● Collaborative & Interdisciplinary 


work models
● Diversity and Strength of College 


Acceptances 







Rider University
Roger Williams
Saint Michael’s College
Salem State University
Simmons College
SNHU*
St. Michael’s College
Stony Brook University
Suffolk University
SUNY Purchase
UMASS Amherst*
UMASS Dartmouth
UMASS Lowell
UNH
Univ of Cincinnati
Univ of Hartford
Univ of Maine
Univ of New Haven
Univ of Tampa
Univ of Vermont*
University of Colorado – Boulder
University of Delaware
URI*
Wentworth Institute
Western New England University
Westfield State University*


Boston University
Bridgewater State University
Brown University
Champlain College
Coastal Carolina University*
Dean College* 
Drexel University
Emerson College
Endicott College*
Fairfield University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fitchburg State University*
Florida Atlantic University*
Framingham State University
Hofstra University*
Ithaca College*
Johnson & Wales University
Keene State University
Manhattan College
Marist College*
Mass College of Liberal Arts*
MassBay Community College*
N. E. Institute of Technology
Northeastern University*
Pace University
Penn State University


Worcester State University
W. P. I.


Lesley University – Art Institute*
Berklee School of Music*
Maryland Institute & College of Arts
Massachusetts College of Art*
Pratt Institute 
RISD
School of Museum of Fine Arts


United States Army
Americorps


Looking Back – Classes of 2014-2017
Strong College Acceptances & Work Plans


●>50-80% of graduates pursue 
non-Arts majors:  Sciences, 
Technologies, Education, 
Nursing, Communication, 
Business, etc.
●<20-50% pursue 
Arts/Music/Theatre Majors







Highly Committed K-12 Art Staff  


K-5 Faculty


Christine Doherty - 
Kennedy & Davis 
Thayer


Lauren Gould - Keller & 
Jefferson


Dina Minor - Oak & 
Parmenter


Amy Vulfovich - 
Jefferson & Parmenter


FHS Faculty


Nick Bailey - Video, Film


Amy Edson - CAD, Eng, Architecture & 
2D Art


Jane Hogan - 2D Art, FAA 


Brenna Johnson - 3D & 2D Art


Danielle LaPlante - 2D Art


Heather Moreau - TV, Video, Digital 
Journalism


Alyssa Taranto - Graphics, Photo, 
Animation, Web, Yearbook


Marushka Waters - Theater, Sr. Project


Middle School 
Faculty


Kristin Donato - 
Annie Sullivan 


Kaitlin Holzapfel - 
Horace Mann


Jane Pichette - 
Remington







Thank you for School 
Committee’s continuous 


support to the Arts in 
Franklin Public Schools!


Questions?







